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Maritime framework
needed to steer Bay

Guy Rogers
rogersg@theherald.co.za

A Nelson Mandela Bay mar-
itime framework strategy i
needed to capitalise on the.
provincial ocean economy’
master plan launched last year,
SA International Maritime In-
stitute CEO Odwa Mtati says.

Mtati's call, made yesterday,
follows confirmation last week
from the Transnet National
Ports Authority thatitis set to
move its head office from joint’
operations in Durban and Jo-
hannesburg to a single head-
quarters at Coega.

“We must seek to get lever-
age from this move and the
framework strategy would be
part of that,” he said.

The Eastern Cape Ocean
Economy Master Plan,
launched by economic devel-
opment MEC Mlungisi Mvoko
in March last year, aims to in-
ject R10.4bn into the provincial
economy. st

Mtati said the envisaged Bay
framework would help the
metro to improve and expand
the city’s existing maritime
activities and centres of
excellence and to'establish
New ones.

“We have a fishing industry,
forinstance, but the backward
linkages into the economy of
the city are not- well developed.
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“We have two ports, in Port
Elizabeth and Ngqura, but we
need to improve the linkage
between these facilities.

“Perhaps there should be a
barge providing transport be-
tween the two.”

Offshore bunkering was
launched in Algoa Bay in 2016
but Mtati said the benefits to
Port Elizabeth needed to be
clarified.

“We do not as a city have

- sufficient knowledge of the

economic value of this
enterprise.
“The institute is studying

* this matter together with the

South African Maritime Safety

- Authority and the results will

hopefully become part of our
maritime framework.”
He said though passenger

liners were regular visitors to
- the Port Elizabeth Harbour, ﬂ_ie

capacity to embrace and ampli-

fy this activity was lacking.

“The infrastructure to wel-
come these tourists is inade-

© quate and we need a purpose-

ful strategy to drive change in
this regard.”

He said the new plan would
also illuminate shortcomings
and opportunities in the man-
ufacturing sector and position
the city to become a centre of
excellence in this regard.

“The R100m tug build pro-
ject in the Port Elizabeth Har-
bour that has come to a stand-
still is a case in point.

“If we had a strategy in place
it would have prompted inves-
tigation of that matter even as
things started to go wrong.”

Mtati said the January 1
launch of the Africa Free Trade
Zone provided huge maritime
possibilities.

“We need to make a con-
certed effort to go through the
documentation and identify
the opportunities for SA in gen-
eral and Nelson Mandela Bay
in particular and include them
in our framework.”

He said, related to the mar-
itinte centres of excellence vi-
sion, the institute had formu-
lated a multipronged education
and awareness programie.

“In the one initiative in this
regard we are targeting Techni-
cal and Vocational Education

and Training centres and help-
ing them with what they al-
ready do. ;

“For instance, Eastcape Mid-
lands College is already a cen-
tre of excellence for welding
but they have no course for un-
derwater welding.

“We are saying retain your
basic qualification in this field
but include a new specialist
component that will improve
the employment opportunities
for your students.”

He said the institute was al-
so looking to fill the gap left by
the lack of maritime studies at
school level.

“We will be launching an
electronic career information
platform at the end of the
month that will explore sea-
based and shore-based work
possibilities and how they
connect.”

Nelson Mandela Bay eco-
nomic development, tourism
and agriculture executive direc-
tor Anele Qaba said he agreed
with Mtati’s call.

“Such a framework plan
needs to focus on specific pro-
jects'and give direct pointers
and targets. I agree with him
and [ will be engaging with
him in this regard.

“All role players, including
NMU, need to work together
to produce and activate this
strategy document.”



