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O Co-ordlnation key torreaping rewards from osean economy, says CEO

frAmervork
needed o steef B v
rJuy rog€ls -
roge6g@thehelald.co.2a :'

the city's eisting maritime , .
ectivities and centres of
excetlence irnd to estabfish

'.\Me have a fishing industry
for instance, but the backward
linkager into tha economy of
the city are not wel developed.

Marltlme ln5tituie CEO Odw.

'.l]v'e have tu,o ports, in Poft
Elj?abeth and Ngqura, but we
need to improve the linkage
between these facilities.

"Perhaps there should be a
barg€ providing transpot be-

otrshore bmkering was
launched in Algoa Bay in 2016
but Mtati said the benefits to
Port Elizabeth needed to be
clarifi€d-

"!Ve do not as a city have
suffi cient lnowledge of the
economic !'alue ofthis
enter?dse.

':The institute is studying
this matter together with the
South Aftican Maritime Safety
Authority and the results will
hopefully become p3rt ofour
maritime ftamework '

He said though passenger

. liners were regular visitoN to
the Port Elizabeth Harbour, the

capacity to embrace and ampli-
t $fs activity was lacking' "Tte infrastrucftre to weL
come these tourists is inade-

' quate and we need a pwpose-
firl strat€gy tp driv€ change in
this regard."

He said the new plan would
also ilhminat€ shortcomings
and opportunities in the man-
ufa€tudng sector and position
the city to become a c€ntre of
e{cellence in this regard.

"The R100m tug build plo-
ject in the Port Elizabeth Har-
bour that has come to a stand-
still is a case in point

"Ifwe had a strategy in place
it would have prompted inves
tigation ofthat matter even as

things started to go wrong."
Mtati said the January 1

Iaunch ofthe Africa lree Trade
Zone provided huge maritime
possibilities.

'W€ n€ed to make a con-
cefted effort to go through the
documentation and identi4/
the opportunities for SA in gen-
eral and Nelson Mandela Bay
in partiftlar and include them
in our f:amework", He said, related to the mar-
itiite centres ofexcellence vi

. sion, the institute had fiormu-
lated a multipronged education
ano awareness programme,

"In the on€ initiative in this
r€gard we are targeting Techni-
cal and Vocational Education

and Training cenF€s and help-
ing them with what they al-
ready do.

'Forinstance, Eastcape Mid-
lands co ege is aheady a cen-
tre ofexcellence for w€lding
but they have no course for un-
derwater weldin&

'we are saying rctain your
basic qualification in this field
bur include a new specialist
component that will improv€
the emplolrnent opportunities
for your students"

He said the institute was al-
so looking to fill the gap left by
the lack ofmaritime studies at
school level.

"w€ wil be launching an
€l€ctronic career information
pladom at the end ofthe
month that will explore sea-

based and shorc based work
possibilities and how they

Nelson Mandela Bay eco-
nomic developmenl toudsm
ard agdculture execrtive direc-
tor Anele Q3ba said he agreed
'with Mtati's call.

"Such a fi?mework plan
neealsto foclrs on sp€cific pro-
jects and give direct pointeF
3nd rarg€ts. I asee witt him
and I wil be engaging with
him in this regaral

'All role players, includiry
NMU, need to work together
to produce and activate this
stmtegy doqlment"

ANelsonMandelaBaymf.-. l'.
itime t'amework sraregy ia :.

need€d ro capitalise on rhg ' i,"
prounclar ocean economy
master plan launched last yeat
SA Intemational Mantime ]n-
stiture cEo odwa Mtati says.

Mtati's call, mad€ yerterdalr
follows conffmation last week
ftom the Tiansnet National
Ports Authority that it is set to
mov€ its head ofrce ftom joint
operatioff in Durban and Jo-
hanneslrurg to a single head-
quarte$ at Coega.

'"!!'e muit seek to get lever-
age ftom this move and the
fiamework strategy wouldbe.-
part ofthat'he said.

The Eastem Cape Ocean
Economy Master Plan,
launched by economic devel-
opment MEC Mlungisi Mvoko
in March last year aims to in-
iect R10.4bn into the Fovincial

Mtati said the e 'rsaged Bay
framework would help thp
metro to imProv€ and olpard
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