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Good morning, distinguished guests, industry leaders, policymakers, and all participants,

It is a pleasure to welcome you to this important workshop on Green Hydrogen and Power-to-X
technologies, to engage in critical discussions that will shape the future of sustainable energy in South
Africa and beyond.

SAIMI is deeply committed to the transition towards alternative fuels and renewable energy solutions,
with hydrogen at the forefront of this shift. We recognise the pivotal role that green hydrogen can
play in decarbonising not just the maritime sector, but also broader energy-intensive industries. SAIMI
acknowledges its immense economic potential while also considering the environmental and social
implications.

SAIMI has been actively contributing to global discussions on the use of alternative fuels in the
maritime industry, including green hydrogen, ensuring that South Africa remains aligned with
international best practices and innovation. the institute has embarked on a knowledge generation
drive within this space, with various research products focusing on decarbornisation in shipping, the
impact of vessels utilising alternative fuels on seafaring, as well as the colours of hydrogen and its
implications for skills development. Some of these will be published in our next edition of the South
African Journal of Maritime Education and Training (SAJMET). This research underscores our
commitment to deepening knowledge and fostering thought leadership in this space.

SAIMI also recognises, however, that achieving a successful green hydrogen transition requires
balancing economic ambitions with environmental sustainability and social equity. This is why the
institute has conducted comprehensive skills audits to determine the supply and demand for skills
across the various sectors of the Oceans Economy, some of which have highlighted the urgent need
for investment in skills development in preparation for the just transition. If we are to fully harness
the opportunities presented by green hydrogen, we must ensure that our workforce is equipped with
the right skills to drive this transformation forward.

This workshop is a critical step in that direction. | hope that over the next two days, we will not only
engage in meaningful discussions but also identify practical steps to accelerate the adoption of
renewable energy, including green hydrogen, in South Africa. We encourage everyone to participate
actively, share insights, and collaborate towards actionable outcomes.

In conclusion, we trust that this workshop will spearhead discussions and strategies for a sustainable
and inclusive hydrogen economy. We also look forward to the insights that will emerge from this
session and the report that will be shared with key stakeholders as a result of our collective efforts.

Thank you.
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