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People have a long history of interaction with the ocean – the human-ocean 
nexus that centres on resource uses and pressures. The resource uses and 
pressures that require ocean governance. 

Two important aspects therein:

• Ocean Change - Global ocean resource uses and access are increasing, 
global ocean pressures are increasing, the ocean itself is changing and the 
manner in which we measure and monitor (research) the ocean are 
changing.

• Sustainable and inclusive ocean development is a critical component of 
blue economies, and sustainability is most often described through 
independent, overlapping or nested tripartite pillars of the economic, 
social and environmental domains.

Mechanisms of integration of these “sustainability pillars” are not well 
defined within the ocean space. 

Informed and evidence based, and adaptive ocean policy development 
requires both a) information on ocean change and b) the integration of the 
‘sustainability pillars”.

Standardised and regular ocean accounts within an ocean accounting 
framework provide the platform for domain integration and the 
development of benchmarked indicators of ocean change across the human 
– ocean nexus.



Ocean economy valuations have been historically undertaken as ocean contribution to GDP by gross value add 
of market value of Sector or Value Chain or through Ocean Economy Satellite Accounts

GDP is an Important metric for strategic macroeconomic planning, investment decisions, measures of economic 
growth and sectoral importance.

However, there are 
Challenges in Standardisation 
and Disaggregation and in 
respect of measures of

1. Inclusivity
2. Sustainability
3. Non-market values
4. Pressures

GDP = Consumption  + Investment + Government Spending + Net Exports
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Mapping the nested Human – Ocean Nexus (Resource Uses and Pressures)
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Indicators in the nested Human – Ocean Nexus (Resource Uses and Pressures)
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Ocean Accounts for Sustainable Governance of the nested Human – Ocean Nexus (Resource Uses and Pressures)



WHAT ARE OCEAN ACCOUNTS ?

• An Ocean Account is a structured and preferably regular compilation—
of consistent and comparable information (e.g. maps, data, statistics 
and indicators) – on ocean environments, related social circumstances 
and economic activity. 

• Ocean accounts are organised by an Ocean Accounts Framework. A 
“system of systems” approach to regular and standardized ocean 
measurement aligned with the human – ocean interface that can show 
the complex interactions of physical, biological, social, and economic 
systems in ways that are consistent, understandable, and actionable. 

• Manner to integrating stocks of Comprehensive Wealth capitals within, 
and flows between, recognised and novel accounting systems. 

• The most important information that ocean accounts provide is 
change from repeated updating, upgrading, and communicating of 
standardized metrics to produce benchmarked indicators. 

• Through integration Ocean Accounts go beyond GDP to identify and 
balance ocean wealth and ocean health.



The Global Ocean Accounts Partnership (GOAP)
www.oceanaccounts.org 

• An open multistakeholder partnership established to enable countries and other 
stakeholders to use ocean accounting to go Beyond GDP to measure and manage progress 
towards Sustainable Ocean Development in line with SDG 14, 15.9, 17.19, and various 
national and international goals (Kunming – Montreal GBF T14; Ocean Action 2030 SOPs)

• Currently 28 institutional members: national governments, international institutions, 
research institutions. Co-Chaired by UNESCAP, Government of Canada. Financial support 
from UK Government, Australian Government, World Bank, ESCAP, and others.​

• Implementation support mechanism for relevant UNOC outcomes and Heads of 
Government commitments (17 countries) on SOP for High Level Panel for Sustainable Ocean 
Economy (Ocean Panel).

• Ongoing support for development of technical methods and standards for ocean 
accounting, pursuant to resolutions of UN Statistics Commission and ESCAP.

• For 2022–2025, scaling of global country-driven capacity support program including 
regional communities of practice, and financial support for within country programmes.



The Global Ocean Accounts Partnership (GOAP) Africa CoP

The vision of the GOAP Africa Community of Practice can be viewed as “the advancement of ocean accounting in Africa to
underpin sustainable and inclusive development of Africa’s oceans”.

The mission aligned to this vision centres on making people and ocean matter through ocean accounting advancing

Sustainable Ocean Development in African coastal nations through the following objectives:

• Building interests in, and understanding and awareness of, ocean accounting in Africa including the importance of

ocean accounting for SOP and advancement of blue economies in Africa and links to other ocean governance

instruments.

• Supporting countries in Africa with the development and implementation of ocean accounts through learning, science
diplomacy and the creation of new knowledge to advance the development and uptake of ocean accounting in Africa.

• Assisting countries in Africa to mainstream ocean accounting into ocean governance instruments, economic accounts

and national development planning thereby strengthening the role of African National Statistics Offices in ocean

accounting.

• Provide a pro-active communication and collaboration platform for regional GOAP members and local partners to

engage in mutual capacity building and share knowledge on ocean accounting, including common data architecture and
infrastructure for spatial and temporal comparative purposes.

• Showcase how multidisciplinary ocean accounts can support evidence-based decision-making and policy development

to underpin the sustainable development of the ocean.



Scaling of localised EA classifications to National

Marine Ecosystem Accounts
Supervised and Un-supervised OBIA of Copernicus Sentinel 2 MSI satellite imagery for Ecosystem Extent 
accounts. AI Neural networks to identify and measure coastal ecosystem extents using:
Google Earth Engine, eCognition, Orfeo Toolbox, QGIS and ArcGis Pro
Mangroves, seagrass, coral, sand-beach, kelp bed, rocky shore, lagoons, estuaries, dunes etc.

Bazaruto Archipelago, 
Mozambique

Keta Lagoon, Ghana

Table Bay / False Bay, South Africa

Kilifi County Coast Kenya





AFRICAN CONTINENTAL AND REGIONAL BLUE ECONOMY INITIATIVES

African Union 
• The African Union’s 2050 Africa’s Integrated Maritime Strategy (AU 2050 AIMS), describes the 

Blue Economy as the “new frontier of African Renaissance.” 

• The Blue Economy is at the centre of the AU’s Agenda 2063, - declared to be “Africa’s future” 
and recognized as a catalyst for socioeconomic transformation. 

• In July 2015, the African Union launched the Decade of Seas and Oceans 2015–2025 to rally 
action on the Blue Economy.

• The AU Blue Economy Division and the development of the African Blue Economy Strategy 
(ABES), the Blue Economy Action Plan, the Blue Economy Experts Group and the Blue 
Governance Framework.

• AUDA-NEPAD development of a Sustainable Blue Economy Programme in 2019 in alignment 
with Agenda 2063.

UNECA
• UNECA’s 19th session of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts (ICE)  in 2015, 

Madagascar, on the theme “Harnessing the Blue Economy for the development of Eastern 
Africa.” 

• Africa’s Blue Economy Handbook, 2015.



CONTINENTAL AND REGIONAL BLUE ECONOMY INITIATIVES 
(Continued)
High Level Panel for Sustainable Ocean Economy

Three African Member Nations

UNEP’S REGIONAL SEAS PROGRAMME that provides a regional legal and coordinated 

framework that strengthens countries’ capacity to protect, manage and develop their 

coastal and marine environments.

Nairobi Convention, Abidjan Convention

IORA

dynamic inter-governmental organisation aimed at strengthening regional cooperation 

and sustainable development within the Indian Ocean region through its 23 Member 

States and 10 Dialogue Partners.

NATIONAL IMPERATIVES

e.g. South Africa’s Operation Phakisa Ocean Economy Programme

Mozambique’s ProAzul Programme

Kenya’s GoBlue Programme



Policy and governance use cases for Ocean Accounts within BE Ocean Governance

Development of integrated indicators that decision-makers can utilise for informed 
decision making that includes sustainability and inclusivity (extends from an ecosystem 
level through Natural Capital Accounts to beyond a National Accounts level)

— Strategic and planning decisions: 
Marine Spatial Planning, and formulation of strategic development plans 

— Regulatory decisions: 
Promulgation of regulatory instruments to meet Environmental Quality Guidelines

— Operational and management decisions: 
Integrated Coastal Zone Management, Ecosystem-based Management, 
Management of Marine Protected Areas and Disaster Risk Response. 

— Finance and investment decisions: 
Fiscal policies and strategic and programmatic investment related to oceans / 
Strategic Planning in ocean economic development

— Technical advice and reporting: 
Cost-benefit assessment, Environmental Impact Assessments, 
Progress reporting against agreed commitments



             
         
           

Thank you for your attention

www.oceanaccounts.org
ken.findlay@oceanaccounts.org

South African NRF
Ocean Accounts CoP
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